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SPEECHOFHon, JOHN A. BINGHAM
OF OHIO,

DELIVERED IN THE U. S. HOUSE OF
JAN. 9,1861.

Mr. BINGHAM. Mr. Chairmn, I do
not deem it my duty to sit here and allow
remarks such as those to which we hare
just listened to go to the country unanswer-
ed. 1 am as willing as any gentleman in
tnn uoo.se or out ot it can be that every
man in this country shall be entitled to his
convictions, and shall on all proper occasions
be free to exercise hisright of uttering them.

I oonotde the utmost freedom of opinion
nd the Inmost freedom of speech hero and

everywhere else in this country, holding
that myself, and all others, should be liable
only for its abuse. There is, in uiy judg-
ment, no duty more insumbent upon the
representative ot the people than that of
keeping watch and ward over the safety of
the Republic when it is endangered, and as-

sailed even iu Ihe house of its IrimitK The
speech, sir, to which we have just listened,
disguise it as you may, eanction it by what
party name you will, is a lame and most im-

potent apology for ihe most wicked, infa-
mous, and inezcusublo rebellion ever wit-
nessed among tho children of men. We
are not, I trust, expeoted to sit silent here-
under utterances of this sort. It they had
sprung hot from the brain of the gentleman
by reason of any sudden exoiteinuut ot pas-
sion. I eould possibly find some palliation
for theui, though sudden excitement could
not possibly furnish occasion or excuse for
his speech; but when he has conued it all
over in the privacy of his chamber, when he
has reduced it deliberately to manuscript,
and comes here and reads it deliberately in
the hearing of the representatives of the
people, it is fit that it should be denounced
as unfit to bo uttered by a representative of
the people iu their Capitol.

The gentleman starts out by saying that
those to whom the people have intrusted,
for the time being, the executive department
of the Government, are, all of them, more
intent upon saving a party than upon saving
the couiiy-y-

. 1 would like to know who
constituted the gentleman from Missouri
judge in that bchall, and especially by what
law is he autnorizeil to condemn tarst and
hear afterwards? How docs it come to puss
that he assumes the right to arrive suddenly
at the conclusion by him so oracularly an
nounced? If the gjcutlemau thinks to, how-
ever, he has the right to utter that opinion;
but I trust tho guntlouuu will allow mo to
say thnt, in my judgment, his otfieiul acts
thould bear witness to the fact that such is
his honest conviction. If the gentleman
believes the charge which he makes. 1 sub
mit that it is his duty to present articles of
impeachment, tor the consideration ot this
House, against the civil officers to whom he
refers, in the executive department of the
Government. I cannot better characterize
the geutleman's speech than by calling it a
speech in favor ot the rebellion, much more
appropriate for the Congress in Richmond
than tor the Congress of tho Republic The
gentleman, in his remarkable speech, delib-
erately wrote and read to the House the sa-

gacious remark, by way of apology for the
rebellion, as if there could be any possibls
anolosv for it, thut, in his iudement. if the
Republican party hud never organized itself
there would never have been any rebellion.
I think I have truly ouotod the contleman:
certainly I have stated the substance of his
words. It 1 nave misunderstood, or mis
stated him, I beg him to correot mo now.
I understand the gentleman's silence to as
sent to what I have said. Ho undertakes
to say, when the land is stained all over
with blood, thut these inaduicn would not
have committed this murder but for tho
fact that a very great portion ot the Amen
can neonle chose to exsreise a riuht suaran
tied to them under the Constitution of the
United States. Does he BUDDose that no
party has the right to exist in the country
unless that party firstoomos humbly to him,
and to these rebels in arms, and alts of him
and them what shall be their utterunoes,
and what their line ot policy

Mr. BIDDLIC. Let me say a word.
Mr. BINGHAM. I have but a short

tune,
Mr. BIDDLE. I only want to say that

the warning against the evils and dangers
a sectional party did not originate with the

troiu Missouri, I .nr. NORTON,gentleman with a higher authority,
that of General Washington, in his solemn
warning to the Amerioun people, foreshad-
owing aud foreseeing what we now experi-
ence.

Mr. BINGHAM. I am obliged to the
gentleman from Pennsylvania for the infor
mation. 1 hare no doubt ueneral Wash
ington said ull that: but the question is,
what did he mean by a sectional party?
party that would nationalize slavery and da.
nationalize liberty? I might refer, in an
swer to the question what he meant by
seotional party, to that enactment to which
he amxed bis name under the Constitution
of the United States, as the first President
of the United States. Talk tome about
sectional part vl Talk to me about Wash
ington's views on seotional parties! We are
walking in his footsteps, and but following
his great example whan wo enact, as a
mbliciirt organization, that by the tupreme
aw of the land the vast territories of the

RoDublio. the heritage of the nation, caps.
bla ot furnishiue homes for one hundred
million froemon,' shall not be blastod by the
manaoled footsteps of the bondman. The
gentleman invokes the name of Washington
airainst the leiiiolatinfr for freedom in the
Territories. Go read the aot of 1789. But
for that aet slavery would not have been
exoludad from the public domain-a- t all.
When the gentleman shall have read it,
him remember this fact, that Washington,
by that sublime act of Justice, one ot the
first enactments ot toe f irst uongress, pro
claimed tnat ireeaom was national ana sia
very sectional. The- Republican party fol
lowed his great example by paving and ap
proving such a law in 1862. By the tot
1789, under the Constitution signed
Washington, slavery was swept from every
rood of the then national domain forever..
Not simply during the territorial organiza-
tion, but forever, until the earth and the
heavens are no more. Forever, was the
word. 1 beg the gentleman to remember
that the word was forever.

Mr. BIDDLK. Let me again interrupt
the gentleman from Ohio. ; ; .

Mr. BINGHAM.. Do not take up nmob
ofmytiaUcU i il m! m..- v;

Mr. BIDDIiK. I will ndetvor not ti
ialrA tnnm ' lima than la neoatMArV. The

I ffontlimmn aunnoiea that I am isoorant of

Soffit riffiiSoised under the old Articled 01 Uunlodora-tibat-

the acts of authority eziroined under
the Constitution of the United States.
Thnt I will not elaborate.

Mr. BINGHAM. I aKaio thank the
gentlemen for hia information.

Mr. B1DDLM And hU brerity.
Mr. BINGHAM. I beg leave toiay to

the gentleman, in the language of the de-

cision of the Supreme Court, speaking
through the mouth of the Chief Justice, on
the ordinance ot 1787. to which the gentle-
man rot'ora, and which was passed under the
Articles of Confederation, that that ordi-
nance perished with.tha Confederation, and
ceased to be law." I want to add this lur-th-

- word: by that deoision the Supreme
Court, by its Cbiel Justice, further declared:

"That most ot the material provisions and principles
of Itie sit articles ot ihe Ordinaaes of 177. not

with Ihe Conttitutinn of the United Mtatea ever
si.iee the 7lh of Aufusl. 1?3. have iMen estabuiuvd law
within Ihe Northwestern Territoriea. "

But, say the court:
"These provi. ions owed their legal validity and force,

after Ihe Couslitulion was a.1o;ied. aud w.iile the terrilo-rin- l
government continued, to Ihe act of Congress of 7th

of AujruMt. 17 S. which ado iled aud eoulinU'-- the Ordi
niinc.e of I7H7;" e - end that in the
State), since formed In the Territorial these provisions,
so Inr a. Iliey have been pre.rved, avrv thir validity
and authority to the Couslilutioi, nt tile United Suites,
ami Ihe constitution aud laws of the respective Slal'-- s

therein esinblished. and not to the authority of the
of tho uhl t'onfederotiou. (Opiition of Chief

Justice. Taney in Strader at al. va. Orahain, 10 Howard
R-- , P W.

What were the roost material provisions
and principles of (ho six articles of the groat
ordinance thus preserved and made of full
force by the aotof 1789, under the Consti-
tution, and bv the aunrnvnl of Washington?
That slavery, otherwise than in punishment
of crime, upon due conviction, should be for-
ever prohibited within said Territories; that
no man. either white or black, should be
therein deprived of his liberty or property
nut, uy me juagmeni oi nts peers ana tne
law of the land: that the inhabitants there
of, nil the inhabitants without respeot to
complexion or birth, should be always enti-
tled to the benefits of the writ of linlxat
corpu$ and of the trial by jury, save when,
ny reason ot invasion or rebellion, the priv-
ilege of the writ should be nusponded, and
that privato property should not be taken
for public use without just compensation.
Such, sir, wero the material provisions and
nrincinlesof the six articles of tho ordinance
of 1787, which ceased to he law with the
pcrishod Articles of the Confederation, mid
which wore re enacted by tho net of 178!),
under the Constitution, and approved by
Washington as the law of nil the Territo
ries then possessed by tha Government of
the United btatos.

I beir leave resneotfultv to reneat that
these articles ceased to be law with tbo Con
federation, and after the adoption of the
Constitution only again became the law of
the lerritoncM oi the United states by this
act ot 1789, approved by Washington. He
approved a law under the Constitution to
denationalize slavery, and forever exoiudo
the oriino troiu all tho national Territories,
and yet we are to be told that by following
his grand examplo wo are soctional, and
kindle all over the laud tho flames of oivil
war.

In this connection allow me to sav that
Washington und his party, who controlled'
the first Congress under the Constitution,
took oare to carry into the Constitution it- -

suit, so tar as their rocom inundation could
effoot that object by way of nmondinents to
the Constitution, the chiof provisions of the
six articles of the ordinance of J 787. It was
under Washington s administration rhnt
this was done; it was by the first Congress
under the Constitution thut these artioles
were embodied in the form of amendments
to that instrument, and sent to the States
for ratification; and it was under the great
leudot Washington that the States did rat-
ify and make these amendments part of the
supreme law ot tno land.

Let gentlemen compare the fifth and sixth
amendments to the Constitution recom-
mended in 1789 with tho provisions of the
six articles of the ordinance of 1787, & note
tne faot tnat these two amendments are
substantially and almost literally the provis
ions of the articles of the ordinance. Those
amendments declare that no person shall

of be deprived of life or liberty or property
wiinoui aue process oi law, nor snail pn

J rate property be taken for public use with
out just compensation; and that in all crim
inal oases the accused shall enjoy a speedy
and public trial by an impartial jury. Are
we to be told, sir, that it is seotional. and
justifies rebellion, it by law we enforce these
sacred and lust principles ol the Constitu-
tion in the Territories? No, sir; if such leg-
islation be sectional, then is the Constitu-
tion seotional and Washington and the First

A Congress were sectional.
Mr. COX. I dislike to interrupt the

gentleman in such splendid torrent of elo-
quence,I but he will exouse me tor inquiring
what his exposition is as to what Washinir- -
tou's sectional party is, and what ho lueaut
by itf

a Mr. BINQnAM. will the.. V . , , 111 I
answer. .

tienian. i tuinx vrasnington s idea ot
seotional paity was a party that undertakes
to oonvert by" means of party Srgunizution
and unconstitutional legislation, this great
country of ours into tho meanest aristocracy
and the most oppressive despotism upon
tho face ot the earth, I think that is what
he meant by a sectional party. That is the
Deinooratio party of some gentle
man near me says. It is not the Demo
cratic party as it used to be in the better
days of the Republic I understand what
the gentleman IHr. CoxJ means by section-
alism; and that is the reason that I ' have
been careful, by way of contrast, to uliowlet what Washington meant by it. The gen
tlermn assumes that because the Republi

has fit to follow Washington'scan party scan
, , . ..1 ..I ! ! 1 -- ff !.!.example, oy auumriug iu ittvor oi legisla-

tion ny Congress for the exclusion of the
institution of slavery . from the common
Territories of the United States, that it isof seotional party. 1 suppose a party thatby
would declare for tho spread of slavery aud
for its re enaotmeut in the national capital,
wmilH in- - tha opinion, be na
tional! The gentleman from Missouri says
that but for the deoUred imrpow of the
Ranublican nartv to exolude slavery from
the territories, this rebellion could not have
been. JNow, like onuses produce like enacts;
and I beg leava to say that the same cause
assigned by the gentleman tor tnis reueiuon
.existed lon before; (hi Republican organi

zation was known among tho political par-
ties of the Uuited States.

The Republican party was organized as a
national party in 1850, And, sir, years belore
the Republican party was organized in this
country, the Democratio party in every
free State of this Union, and 1 boliere in the
State of Delaware additional thereto, de-
clared as strongly in favor of Federal legis-
lation for the exclusion of slavery from all
the Territories of tha United States as ever
tho Republican party has since done. Why
did not this rebellion arise then? When the
Democratio party, in Ohio, years ago re-

solved that slavery was inconsistent with
free institutions and unfavorable to their
development, and that they would use all
power oleariy given by the Constitution to
limit its extension, restrict i's increase, and
finally adioate the evil that is, take it
out by the root-wh- en the Democratic host
in every free State were, carrying their, party
banners blazing with those words upon
them,-bo- does it happen that this rebellion
did not then kindle, into a flame in the
South?

When, long years ago, this was the Dem-orati- o

watchword in every free State, "no
extension of slavery in the Territories of the
United States." solomnlv adopted, as I be
lieve, by every Democratio Legislature of
every tree state, bow comes it that the stand-
ard of rebellion was not unfurled at the
South? Because, I suppose, that patriotic
party were in the secret serrioe of their
masters at the South.

Mr. COX. Does the gentleman want me
to answer that?

Mr. BINGHAM. No. sir. I do not
think it can be answered, except as I have
already answered it myself. I said the Dem-
ocratio partylwere in toe service of their mas-
ters at the South; they were to catou votes
by this cry for free Territories, but use their
power so obtained exclusively in the service
of their masters,

Mr. COX. I will say to the gentleman
that the reason why (Je Democratio party
was not seotional then, was because it was
not confined to one section of the country.
I am not now going to discuss what its prin-
ciples were at that time; they may have
been in lavor of that doctrine, or they may
not have been. The gentleman only states
one-hal- f of the truth when he refers to cer-
tain resolutions. But no matter for that;
the Democratio party, us the gentleman
knows, never was sectional, no more than
the old Whig party was, from which the
gentleman degenerated, if I may be permit-
ted to uso that explosion; therefore, I say
tho word section applies to the locality, and
not to the principle. The Democratic party
always had a national organization, and
George Washington hud the gentleman in
his eye, and gentlemen like him, when he
spoke ot a sectional party.

Mr. BINGHAM. Iam obliged to the
gentleman for his in forma' ion. Now, the
gontleiuan tells us that a party is sectional
unless the South agrees to and supports its
declared principles that is the mesuing of
what be sayB. i wouder, tben, ns no south

rn State agreed to that resolution of the
Democracy of Ohio, which was reiterated
tor eight successive years, that the Democ-
racy of Ohio did not disband their organiza-
tion, as soctional and unconstitutional. The
gentleman Bays his party did not become
sectional, and yet he says a sectional party
is one that does not nnd advocates and sup-

porters in ull sections of the country that
docs not fiud supporters south of Mosouand
Dixou'slino.

Mr. COX. The Democratic organization
never adopted such resolution.

Mr. BINGHAM. The gentleman's dec-

laration is this, that the Democratic party
never adopted such a resolutiou in its na-

tional conventions. I have not said that it
ever adopted this resolution in nutionl con-

vention. That is acunning arrangement.
This Democratic national party adoptedone
set of principles for local purposes and for
Northern e licet, and quite another set of
principles for natiouai purposes, and for
Southern effect, bu tht when they put a
oandidate upon the ticket, thoy oould pro-
claim in the South onlv what they resolved
in Baltimore, and iu Ohio only what they
resolved in Columbus.

I understand, now, how it ootnes that for
so many years the Northern Democracy
could oppose and resolve agaiust the exten-
sion of slavery and not become sectional.

Mr. COX I desire to ask the geutleman
whether he was not beaten in his canvass
for Congress beoause ha belonged to a seo
tional party?

Mr. BINGHAM. I think the eentleman
should not ask a question like that; but I
answer the sentlemaq that I do not believe
I was beaten at all, but simply swindled out
ot the election. The district in which I got
some ten thousand votes myself, and which
had sent, I am informed, ubout nine tnous
und iucu to the war, is reported and certiti
ed to have inoreased its Democratio vote
over that of uuy former election. Accord
ing in the returns in that district, the more
of its citizens that volunteer aud go to the
war, the larger the Democratio vote in the
aggregate by reason oi tne ausence oi tnous
amis of its voters in the battlo-iidl- d on elec
tion day. I beg the gentleman further to
remember that no oouuty of the district
which I represent has, either at the last
elootion or any other, repudiated me or my
principles. Let the gentleman put that in
his pipe and suioke it. j

Mr. COX. Mr. Chairm- an-
Mi. BINGHAM. No, sir, with great

respeot to the gentleman, I cannot yield. 1

think I have answered him satisfactorily as
to tho election. I bad. rather - make my
record according to justice and right and
tmri hv it. thoush 1 should never more re

ceive the vote of mortal iiiau on this earth,
than, for the sake of votes, oraven-lik-

gnaw away my own heart strings, stifle my
own oonviotions, and oonsent that under
the Constitution of iny oouutry, endangered
by this wild and wicked rebellion, these
armed rebels should hold any mortal man
in bonds to dig their trendies, groom their
horses, grow their bread, .charge their guns,
and aid them to uiuruer in cold blood tho
defenders of our flag and our homes.,, Let
those who clamor for the rights of armed
rebels under thut Constitution which tbey
have violated and seek to destroy take e

how they stand in the hereafter, when
justioe, the avenger of wrong and the vin-

dicator of right, shall pronounoe judgment
uponriur. , . - .

Mr. Chairman, we have .heard tbe re-

mark made here to day that if the gentle-

man from Missouri had the power he would

disband both armies and ask a national con-

vention. If nothing else than this had oo--

curred in this Congress upon this question,
I should treat it as remark made by tha

without due consideration. Butfontleuisn a kind of side-ba- arrange
ment here amoiia- - those ccntleiocn who pre
tend they are the solo defenders of the Con-
stitution, by which they are to get up a na
tional convention in aid, as the gentleman
declares, of theso rebels.

I do not think, sir. that a national conven-
tion under the Constitution can be extem-
porized in the way suggested by the geutlo-man- .

I nhnuld like to know of the gentle-ma- s

from Missouri Mr. Norton how he
would ask for a national convention to amend
thetOonstitution?

Mr. NORTON. The Constitution of the
United States, in refurenoo to the calling of
a national Convention, is plain an I specifio
in its terms, sad I would sail for that na-

tional convention in the mode, designated
by the Constitution of the United States).

Mr. BINGHAM. I should like to know
how the gentleman would call for a national
convention through the State Legislatures.
The State Legislatures, as I understand,
can impose upon the Congress of the United
Slates, whenever s ot them think
fit lo do so, the obligation to call a national
convention. But how the gentleman would
call for a national convention through the
State Legislature is thing which I do not
comprehend. What right has he to call on
the State Legislatures for a national conven-
tion; and if he has, what right have the
State Lesiilatures to do it? Thev simolv
call on the Congress of the Uuited States
to order a national convention, and when

s of the Legislatures of the States
have done it, Coneress is bound to obey
their mandate. 1 should like to know of
the gentleman also how be desires to amend
that sacred instrument? 1 thought his par- -

ty ot lute claimed to he lor the Constitu-
tion as it is and the Union as it was."

Mr. NORTON. I said in mv remarks.
as I say now, that, had 1 the power, I would
disband both armies in the field, and call a
national convention. In reply to the inter-- !

rogatory of how I would call a national con-

vention, I say that I would solicit the call
ing of that convention by the State Legis-
luturcs. I do not nrotess nor claim to have
the power to call a national convention.
The gentleman is misinterpreting or mis-- 1

the nature and effect of the
remarks which I made. Tbo Legislatures
of the Statos have a ritiht to call on the
Congress of (be Uuited Statos for a national

Mr. BINGHAM. That is just what I
said : but wo have no right here, as Repre- -

scntatives, until the States demand it, to da
anything about it.

Mr. NORTON. I do not assume to do
it, noi do I assume to judge of it

Mr. BINGHAM. Now I ask tho gentle-
man what amendments he would have?

Mr. NORTON. That would be a matter
which I would submit to that convention.
I would submit to it ull the mutters in dis-

pute between the two sections.
Mr. BINGHAM. A nationat conven-

tion is not called to settle disputes, but to
amend the Constitution.

Mr. NORTON. That would settle the
dispute.

Mr. BINGHAM. But a substantive
amendment of tho Constitution would not
maintain the Coustitution as it is. I have
asked the gentleman what amendments he
would have. He cannot answer ; but he
would amend and obanee the Constitution.
This is the new lesson tauirht bv the pro
gress of this rebellion : amend and change
tbe Constitution. 1 remember tbe time
when the fires pf this rebellion were hcinc
kindled, and I think you do, too, Mr.
man : I make the reference to it with the
more pleasure beoause I saw in you, sir, a
rlisnnsilion ta do snrncthinir to trv to provide
for the crisis, The Constitution was sum- -

cient for the purpose of all naedful legisla- -

lion, out me logiHinuuu unuer u was noi
sufficient. There were some of us then who
tlinmrbr thnt it wu well to ranks the leiris.
1st ion adequate to the crisis, so that the
people, without the restraints of the law of
1795 upon tbem, restricting their term ot
service as volunteers to ninety days, might
be summoned out in their strength for the
war, and by their sublime uprising strangle
the rebellion in its very inception, before
blood had flowed and before our flag had
been dishonored. Standing in my place
hero, in the month of January, 1861, while
the rebellion was being (organized in this
very city, while companies were being drill-

ed midway between the Capitol and the
President a House under cover of darkness,
and which af terwards bore arms aeainst tbe
Constitution iu the first battle in Virginia, 1

asked this House to enact laws to enable
the people to defend under the law their
own Government, and suppress tbe rebel-

lion which assailed it. What !wus the an-

swer from that side of the House 7 "Let
us amend the Constitution. Let us settle
the difficulties try amending the Constitu-
tion." Aud there wera amendments after
amendments introduced here during that
peiiod for the purpose .of changing (bat
instrument from what Madison suid it was,
"a charter of humi'.n liberty," into a written
despotism. These amendments came chief-
ly from gentlemen on tbat side of the
House ; and yet we are to be told that they
are "tor the Constitution as it is, and for
thft Union as it was.''

The gentleman from Missouri, in bis
annnnh to dav. arraiiins the venerable chair
man ot the Committee of Ways and Means
because he dared to Bay that the Union as it
was cannot be organized under the Consti-

tution as it is. That is what he said. Tho
gentleman is opposed to him for saying that,
and against him his wrath kindles into fiery
indignation.

Where was the gentleman and his party
in the winter of 1861, when this rebellion
was being organized all over the land, while
batteries were being built around your doom-

ed Fort Sumter ? Why, sir, tbey were
every other day here 'ameudiueots'ro

the Constitution, some of which, tor their
infernal wickedness, would make everrdbrils
blush.' ' When now you shout the Constitu-
tion as it is, you have stolen out thundeT,
gentlemen. Laughter.J ,

A Voice. Not all of it,
Mr. BINGHAM. I stood in my place

on that day, in January, 1881, as my
will bear me witness, appealing to

the House that its duty in that hour was to
maintain the lionsiiiuuoa as u is. sou
asking these gentlemen - what evidence
thAv had. if tbe people would not maiutaio
that soared instrument as it is, with all its
glorious traditions, that they would rally

to iu defense end maintenance after it was

marred and mangled with their y

amendments. No, sir, this shout of "the
Constitution as it is and the Union as it
was is an after-thoug- on the part of some
gentlemen nere.

In those days it wu said1, a, the gentle-
man has to day said, there is a controversy,
a difficulty to be muled. Sir, there wore on
that day no difficulties to settle touching
tho rebellion: no duty to be performed by
this House, but to pass the
laws necessary to onable tho President to
call out the people, arm them, and crush the
rebellion. The question before us then was
simply, shall we bylaw authorize the P resi-

dent ot the United States to summon all
the people, without that ninety dam'

imposed upon him by the aet of
l7W,arm tnem, and let them put down this
rebellion, preserve the Union as it was, and
maintain the Constitation as it Was, and
thus restore peace to the nation ae
complete as though rebellion had not dis-
turbed the repose of its mighty heart.
How was I answered? "Awsy with the
Constitution as it is;" we must change it
from what it is a sublime and beautiful
scripture into a horrid charter of wronit,
acceptable to the demon of rebellion. Who
taughtyou that lesson? Who taught you
that it was not worth while on that day to
maintain the Constitution as it is? I assert
that your party, with one accord, on that
side ot the House, should out and that,
too, by their acts, which spoke louder than
their words that they would nit have the
Constitution ae it s. Whence came that
strange language, "awny w:th the Consti- -

tution as it is, tee tci'tf not Uveun Ur it"?
There is record tway down in Alabama

lor Mississippi which speaks volumes on
this subject, In 1850, when this rebellion
was organized by your Yancoys, and your
Quitmans, and your Browos, and your
Means, and that other Governor of South
Carolina, whose name I have forgotten
like the memory of the wicked, it ouvht to
rot 1 fine) that when they entered into
their conspiraoy they used these words:

vve win nor live under tne constitution
of the United States as it is." They would
not live under itl The Constitution which
Washington gave them was not fit for sen
tlemen of their culture lo live nnder. And
those gentlemen who are no for the
stitution as it ii agreed with them that it
was not fit tor gentlemen who had stares
to fan them while they alept, and who, by
some diviae prerogative or other, were
mitted to reap where they had not sown,
and to gather where they had not strewn;
men in conspiracy against their country,
should be required to live peacefully undur
tho Constitution as it is.

These gentlemen ot the Dem-icrsti- c party
concluded iney wouiu accommodate tnem,
and change the Constitution of the country.
They would ohanie it. as I said before.
from what the fathers of the Republio made
it, a great written charter of liberty, which
is no respecter ot persons, which declares
that the poor and the rich, the citizen and
tbe stranger within your gates, are alike
sacred before the sublime majesty of its
laws, into a mere written acspouin. 1 ney,
tbe conspirators of Alabama and Mississippi
and 3outh Carolina, said they would change
this written onarter ot our l.berty into a des
potism, that the men of the plow, the loom,
and the anvil, the workers and the builders,
were but greasy mechanics and manial oper
atives, tbe "mud-sills- " of society, unfit to
associate with gentlemen, lo accommodate
these gentlemen, to save them from such
base contamination, tho Constitution must

' be changed ordestroyed. Tothat endlbisre--
i bellion is waged; and to the same end tho
gentleman from Missouri and hi party join
the shout call a convention, and

; change the Constitution. How? So
that it shall give speoial and Perpetual
protection everywhere to the institution ot
chattel slavery, that great crime of the
Kinmji ..ii ..uuiuikuuwhicu

' was "wicked, cruel, and unnatural."
Chaniro the Constitution, you say! Let

! these gentlemen who talk about maintaining
the Constitution as it is turn back aud pon- -

ucr upon me amenjuients mat were pre
sented here in the winter of 1S61, and
sought by their movers and advocates to be
here adopted, and referred to tbe several
States tor their approval. If Congress
had then adopted those proposed amend
ments, we would have beard upon every
breeze that they were necessary to the pre --

ervation of the Union as it was, but not to
tbe Constitution as it is.

Sir, about that time, when some of us
were trying to pass laws to enable our
Executive to call out and arm the people.
and put down this rebellion, this same party
that is now for "tbe Constitution us it is
and tbo Union as it was," met in tbe capital
of my own State, and met in the geat em
meroial metropolis ot the North, the city
of New York, and jointly declared against
coercion, as the gentleman tram .tli.M-ou-

declares I quote from ufemory the
Democratic resolution of Ohio, adopted in
Columbus at the Democratio convention, in
the month of January, 1861, when this
rebellion' was arming for the ft ay all over
the country. That resolution, sir, was, in
subsistence and in fact, that whenever the
North shall do justice to the South, then,
and not till then, would it be time for tbe
two hundred thousand Denmoorats of Ohio
n consider the propriety of coercing the

seceding States. And at tbe other meeting
to which I referred, iu the oity of New York,
it was resolved, in substance and in fact,
that tbe secession of the southern States
n. nnrrotio endeavor to preserve the

Constitution as it is and the Union as it was
against the despotism ot ADrauam iiinooln
that was to bo, beoause he had' uot then
beon inaugurated. This is the party that
comes here to day and arraigns tho;e of us
who have been trying in an humble war,
and to the best of our ability, to maintain
aud uphold the Government! I am free to
admit that we may mistake our duty under
the Constitution. I am free to admit the
right of gentlemen to assail our measures,
and say tliey are unconstitutional, if they so
believe. 1 aui free to- - admit their right to
repeal them, if they think duty and the

good dementi' it. whenever they Bee
Sublio I deny their right to' assail our
motireain this beharfr aii to assume, as
did the gentleman from Missouri, that we

are intent upon maintaining a party regard
loss of the interests of our oouutry. .

Ay, these gentlemen are tor "the Conati-.- a

it is and the Union as it was."
... car uhon the other side ef tbe House
ara had in February, 1861, one of those

mnninnenU to the Cons itution introduced.
which in express tsima legalized seoessiuu
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and disunion, and ripon iu very forefront
piovi led for the dismemberment of tbe Re-
public. Not one word of dentinoiationcame from tbat side of the House against
this monstrou, proposition. 1 n over heard
.'!?rVhl,P.ri!'' sgiinitit from that aide

of House by au man or that party.
And rot that proposed emendindment tothe Constitution of tha IT,i',t,l si...... : :..
hut article provides an 1 dool res that ' thj
Lnited States are divided into four vetvnu-th-

first ration to nnnsi.t of thoNew England
Sum, and New York, and Pennsylvania,
an t "Mew Jersey.

Mr. COX. What, gentleman does my
oolleague refor to? ,

Mr HI GUAM. My eolloagde who
mtroduoed it.

Mr. COX. Your oolleagu'e is not now id
hia aent. .

1
Jlr. COX. I know yon oannot, Yoa

refer, I rrappose), Irj MlT VALLASDiaiUJt.
Mr. BfNOHAM. Certainly.
Mr. COX. Well, he does notirivefh.

same interproUtion to that inwilri thatyou do. and it is but just to him that you
should discuss it when be is Dranent.

Mr. BINGHAM. Wh,..n
they mean what they ear sod admit of so
construction contrary to their eloar import.
I on must fill w tliim.

Mr. WADSWORfU. Destruction, not
construction.

Mr. BINGHAM. Well. I do not
know aUut that. I think the words and
the horrid thought which they express were
born to be destroyed. Hut you require no
learned mngi to read and interpret this
writing. I know that my friend from Ken-
tucky agrees with me in what I say about
those words, and I believe the gentleman
from Ohio Mr. Cox 1 does t, I
the words literally: ''the United States are
divided into four Motions, as follows. "
Who can construe that lanrtinoA tu mean
anything else than tbat the Uuited States
snail be divided into fuor seotions, as there-- ,
iu provided? I would like to see somebody
get up and suggest a different meaning.
xum eunjj ara pmin, witnout the least am-
biguity, "tbe Uuited States are divided
into four sections, as fii.'lo. " Tk.,,v.
whole country may see and judge the amend-
ments thus proposed by my colleague, Ishall apnea J them to my spjeoh. These,
air, are tbe geutlemen who talk about the
union as n was and the Constitution as it
js. The Luiju ttUoll b divided into four

O i the Tth of February, 1X1, Mr. Vtiutrauasatus following proposed aniendaie.its Is the Con.stituttoa; tSee t.unsressionsl Oioue, aeouud aaseiasLTainy aiaUt Ooiytesa, pp.L 7V)
Joint rasxiaioupr iposfagaiawii-iuvsn- to ike OsvnsaiieaW

t.
Be h resolved by tbe Senile and H rose of Rapresen.'

7 " " - at America in uongTesssemlileJ. l. of both House. coSourriiml
Tnat urn fo.iawt.is- article. I., .t . , .... . 7
as ainandmeou to tie Consbutian ot tne Uiiiied Mate- H...I1 n.n oe vena la .11 idtMi.i. mnit
oi said Conju'uuun won, muled by owivcniiua laIbresvuiultua of b eeveral Stales:

XIII.
,

Ban. 1. Tha Ueiled Suuaa ara divided iuaa tow Ms.Dons, aa follows:
The Stale, of Maine, New Barapsairx. Vermont, Ma

sacheos, Hho la Island, Ooimecbcoi, New York. NewJersey, end Pen isylvams. aud all new state, annexedand eomined into die U.oon. or formed or ereried wiualnl.je of any of said isuues, or by the junctianof two or more oi inn eami or ol pans Uieresn, af out ofternlory aejired Nor:h of sai l ftli ea. skali oousUtuHone . to be known as the Nigra.
The Sistesof Ou.o. iodtauu. Ihuiui MioMgan,

Miunesoia. lows, and kiin.a and .11 new Siatsaannexed or alnrued into the Union, or erected wifiinthe lurisdi-lto- n of .ay ol sai.l Stale., or by the junction
of rwo or more of the same or of pant thereof, or oat of
territory now held or herei-ti- aeijuired North of La - .
tude deg.:a) minutes and Gestof the crest of the Rocky
.Mountai is. shaU cu.iaktuie uiicun--r lo be knownas tne YVser.

Tne Siutar of Or-r- and California, and all new Sauries
annexed and ueil into tha Untvri. or turm-t- or

watiiu the lurisuiotiou ot a ty of said S'.t?s.or by thejunction ol two or mora ol iu-- same or of pruts ti.erof,or out ol territory now ae,d or h.reali-- r necuired Westal toe creno, tno Rock Mountains uui af UieR.oOri.ntla,
shall a..otuer section, to be toowu as Hie Ps,.
otria

Tha8:at-- a of Dilawara, Maryland. Virginia, N,nh
Carolina. South Caroline, Gcori.e. FloriJo. A.abanm,Mississippi. Loui.iane, Tolas. Arkansas, Tennusasw,
Kentucky, and Missojn. en, I allnewtjtatea annexed endadmitted tmo l..e Union, or formed or e.eotad wiiiua Utejurisdiction of any ol said States, or by the junction of
two or uure of the same or of pens thereof, or out of
territory acquired lia-- l of tne Rio Orame and SonU, oflauiuue an deg. M minutes, snali oonsttlula anotuer eos'kon. ta b. kno-v- as the Soum.

Hxc. a.
one of the sections on any bill. order, resotabon. or vote,to wmoh tha eonourruuee of the House olmay be necessary, sxcepi on uisestKNi of aujoarn-mea- l,

a vote shall he lied by scli.nis. and a majority efthe Senators from eacn voting si, all be necee-ar- y
lo the pa.ssjre of such order, or resolution, and lo'
the vaudjiy ot every such voat

Hoc. 3 Two of the electors for Pre.ijent and
shall baappoi ,ted by each State iti such
Leiat..re may direct, for tne fesdte

al large. The ot!wr elecior. to w.nch eaen Stale ai, b.entitled shall bo oliuseii in the resiieciive coii;restsSiel
di.tncu into wlucU lite Slate ma. , at the re;u,ar iieeett-ni-

pen 1, have been divide.1, by the electors of eaeliaislriel buviug the (.uai.fccii-.io- reij.mii,; ;.r electors oi
the mow aiunsro is lira, tub of lha Htate Legislature. A
inpjorit)' of ull the electors in eacu ol I le n,at --eciious
iu l!us article e.taMi.he. .hall be necessary u, the ciioieaol fresid.nl anj anil a concurrence ofa majority oi the Stuf. of ce.-- .ecnon slml! be nice.sery lo Ihe choice ot frest Jem by the House of

and ol Uta Mmiauwa Iromeack sveuon to Hie
choice of l,y the (Senate, whenever tha
rljrnt ol choice snail devolv,- on them respeclivsly.Sao, 4. The resident ami sii.ll hold
their utnees each. Iu. r luotrrmof six years; and neithershall be eiiw.ile then one lenn. exc.ipt by th

1 ,wo-- ' nt'ls ot all the doctors o, each seciton, or
of the states ol i section, whenever Ihe nht of choioa
ol Prasioenl .hall devn.vr upon the Hou-- e of Rcpreeen-tultve- s.

or of tur Seinilors fivtn e.ch aeeltou, wheneverthe ritrht of choice ?f euail devolve upon
Ibe Senate.

Sac. 4. The Cotieress shall b law provide for lhacase of a failure by tlie House ot Kepreseutanvee tochoose a Preside it. and of ihe Senate to cnoose a Vice.
President, er toe njhl of choice aliaii devolve
upon them respectively, declarin ; what officer ahall then
act as freeidmu; and suek ofiicer ahatl act aeeordinrly
until a We.ident Snail be elected. T,i rma .h.II

Ialso provide by law for a special eleetifr. for Preeidenl
Vice.Presid.-- in suca uae, lo be heid and aoapas- -

.c.. mourns iroin me expiration ol ibe uirin ol
ornce of Ibe last prucedinic President, and a be ewiduel-ed- .

ill all respects, as provided lor in Ihe Constituuon tfrenalar elections of the e&o- - oTicers, exr.pl that if rae
Mou-- e of Representatives shall not uhooae a PrEasdanl,
s'tould the riirht of choice devolve up in them, wit'nu
twenty days iron! tne opening o the ceniticeteud oouut-la- g

ot the electoral votes, then tha eti.lt
act as Presidmtl, as in the ease ol lh death or ouW

rii.abioty of ihe Pteai-tent- I he term of
of the President oho-e- under sneh apecisi eleacon shall ,

continue six years from Uie 4th day of March prcewlm
eueh election.

XIV.
thafl 8tvdw without the eo'taent of the

isleiure of ail Hie Htntet. of ihe eeeiton to which the
State proieOMUjf, to tatwiae brlon- -. The Pi4eni hiieU
h.tv. power to tttijuet vritta Mpeditif 8tattt ( q nipt tone
arUiiiir by reaemi oi their ecfawion, bul th term, of
juetiaeat almll be niim.ttetl to the roiijroee (ot liicir
provai beloito tne Mlun wiiatl be vaiidt

ARTICLE XV.
Neither nor Trri(orinFtJur jhtJl

hev iHiwer 10 interfere wilt, the fh of the eitiMn. of
njr ot Uie Stat witlun eititet tif bie avM Uotte ip migrate

upo.1 equal unni Willi the Mtizeit of Ute wntva
oiiher ol Ute otiier otianit to ihe Termtrie of the Uia- -
leu Btktoe: nor m.11 eith'-- hae powr to pr

any riatbti oi eithur pareon or ptoportf in ihe Ttir
lonuav. NV.w Stum anuci'(i for a'lmieeio i intoifie Utiai,
oi (orinll or ereclaii wit'nu the junitcfiO'i of ottv'r
8tur.v,tr uy ilttt ju tciioit uf rar iiir Htniee) or parte
of Stuteit. auj im- -t f'lr.mt'l wan tlie orn-- uf the ('uif
Uf oil of eity territory the lTnii--- J HtaieM ehall
ttntttlftd in upui ea ftXtnij with the uriy
tnatMutftNUiiirKr'aiy oo'MiitUuwi e.liTii:i agovera-ino-

reptibltt'an in lunii, wiut'h the pto,e lhr-u- l tmf
orilatn. wlnnever eueii Atnittt hall eo ilnln. wuhiti aa
area of iuM leatihtut ihirt)- t)tnuaiid eiiuure miii-ft- )
uiation equal to the thou exfiiii.it; ratio of tvpr.;vntatioo
lor oe nteiaber oi tlie Huuen uf Hefircaeiiuiua. . 'i
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